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Cesare Borgia, the master-adventurer who in a swift
and thrilling sequence of plot, battle, siege and murder
had built up a short-lived state out of the jarring
atoms of the fierce Romagna.

Francesco Guicciardini was the younger contem-
porary of Machiavelli and lived to see the end
of the second Florentine Republic and the final
restoration of the Medicean power. Like Machiavelli
his life was passed in affairs, and he gained, as men
of affairs are apt to do, a shrewd, circumspect habit
of mind and a distrust, though not altogether
an unsympathetic distrust, of enthusiasm. He had
learnt his politics in a bad school, at the court of
Ferdinand of Aragon, whose duplicity was a byword
through Europe, and for many years of his life was
employed in various administrative capacities by the
Papal Curia. Being a man of full, minute powers
of observation, but deficient on the side of poetic
imagination and abstract thought, he was very
conscious of the puzzling play of human motive,
of the diverse talents, conflicting interests and uneasy
humours of the body politic. He thought government
a very difficult business, shockingly conducted by
tyrants but liable to be terribly mismanaged if the
common folk were given a voice in affairs. " Who
says people, says a mad animal, prone to a thousand
errors, a thousand confusions, without taste, without
delight, without stability." But facts were facts,
and a city which had once tasted liberty could not be
treated as if the appetite for liberty did not exist
or had never been gratified. Guicciardini was neither
the victim of phrases nor a builder of theories. More
than once he compares the function of the political
inquirer to that of the grave and expert doctor who